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Notes from the Principal

October 27, 2010
Welcome back to the second quarter of the school year! We have much to accomplish and enjoy in the next few weeks.
This week we take note of Red Ribbon Week here at Penngrove by emphasizing healthy living, including eating, exercise and making good choices in general.  In addition, we emphasize a healthy planet by encouraging recycling and being mindful of litter. We will have Banana Ben handing out healthy snacks, and an exercise challenge in which students are encouraged to keep track of the laps they walk or run on our track. Students will earn an extra minute of recess on November 2nd for every 1,000 laps they walk. 
This Saturday is our annual Halloween Carnival.  There will be game booths, a haunted house, a cakewalk, food and of course a delightful collection of costumed adults and children. Please plan to attend between 11 and 3.  This is a warm, friendly event with opportunities to spend time with other families from Penngrove. The event is held in any type of weather so plan to be there!   On Friday we will have our traditional parades here at school. Kindergarten students will parade at 11 and grades 1-6 will parade at 1:30. Please bring costumes to school and no weapons, fake blood or violent costumes, please.

Finally in 10 days we will begin conferences for students in grades 1-6.  Conferences will run from November 8th – 19th.  Students will be dismissed early (1:30 and 1:50). These conferences give parents and teachers an opportunity to exchange information. This is an opportunity for you to talk specifically about your child. Ask questions about your child’s progress, relationships with others, expectations and rules you may not understand. Share any information that your teacher may not have about your child, that may help the teacher better understand him or her.  Finally, keep in touch through out the year and don’t hesitate to contact the teacher if questions or concerns develop! 
We are once again being honored for our Recess Renaissance program. This time the California School Boards Association (CSBA) has notified us we are in line for a California Golden Bell Award. If our validation visit goes as planned (done yesterday), we will be presented with a Golden Bell at a luncheon on December 4th in San Francisco. It is my understanding that site representatives will attend along with our superintendent and president of our school board. 
If your child has been identified as a GATE student, please come to an informational meeting here at school on November 18th. We will meet at 6:00 in the staff room and talk about ways you might support your child as well as ways we can support your child.
***

Please note that we have a Veteran’s Day holiday on Thursday, November 11th but we do have school on Friday, the 12th.  In addition, because of budget cuts, we have furlough days during the week of Thanksgiving so we have the entire week from November 22nd through 26th off from school. 

***

Did you know the trains are running again! We have been notified that two cargo trains will come through Penngrove each day beginning in the not-too-distant future.  In 2014 the expectation is that passenger trains will be running as well. Now is the time to impress on your children the importance of safety around the tracks. We will have a short presentation on railroad safety at an upcoming assembly but we need your help also. Please talk to your children about always looking and listening before they cross the tracks. When the gates are down, NEVER go around them. Children watch what we do….so let’s all be good role models for safe behavior. 
***

From the Library:
The Scholastic Book Fair was a huge success!  A big thank-you goes to the book fair volunteers: Lorena Gies, Debbie Dunckley, and Geri Krist. Thank you so much for your support of the library through the book fair.  We sold more than $6,800, which may be a school record. We get to keep $1,700 here at Penngrove School and the proceeds will go to new books and library materials for our students.  Speaking of new books…a special thanks to the Bodell family for The Red Pyramid and to the Wright family for Scaredy-Cat Splat and Buzz Boy and Fly Guy.  These books were purchased for the library at the book fair. We are still looking for families who may want to donate a subscription to a children’s magazine for the library.  Contact Laurie in the library if you are interested.  
***

Whooping cough (pertussis) has been widespread in California during 2010.  The California Department of Public Health recommends that all Californians 10 years and older receive a booster shot against pertussis. Assembly Bill 354, which recently became law, requires students to be immunized against pertussis. For the 2011-2012 school year only, all students entering 7th – 12th grades will need proof of a booster shot for pertussis before entering school. 
.
***
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Important Dates….








October 29th K Parade at 11:00 and Grades 1-6 Parade at 1:30








October 30th Halloween Carnival


11-3 (rain or shine!)





November 8th – 19th 


Parent Conferences for grades 1- 6 (early dismissal)





November 11th Veteran’s Day Holiday


Parade in downtown Petaluma with Penngrove cub scouts


participating 





November 18th 


6:00 GATE Parents meeting in staff room





7:00 PTA in library





November 22nd – 26th Furlough Days and Thanksgiving Holiday








































































































