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Notes from the Principal

August 31, 2011
This year we are continuing our implementation of a program called Caring School Community. It is designed to help children feel connected to school by building a sense of caring and community in the school. Studies show that children who feel connected to school tend to do better academically over time and may be less likely to engage in problem behaviors.
Caring School Community is a year long program that includes regular class meetings, in which the teacher and students discuss how they can make the class a place that feels caring and safe for everyone. These meetings also provide a venue for solving problems that may arise in the classroom or on the yard.
This year every child in the school will also participate in a Buddies program in which children will be paired with another student on campus. The hope is that each child will develop a special friendship with an older or younger buddy. Buddies meet once or twice a month to participate in activities such as reading, math games, and science activities.
Later this school year we will begin sending home Homeside Activities. These activities are designed to stimulate conversations between you and your child. Activities include talking about what school was like for you as a child or how our students came to have the name they were given. The conversation can be with any adult in the household. 

We hope these activities as well as our school wide community building activities such as our Back to School BBQ, our Halloween Carnival, our Plantin’ Panthers garden days, and our Ice Cream Social will help you feel a part of our vibrant school community. 
The Jogathon was today and hopefully your child brought back his or her pledge envelope. PTA is hoping to fund a cover for our outdoor eating area for students from the proceeds of the Jogathon. This is a wonderful idea and certainly a good cause!
***

Our Knitting Club, which meets every Thursday, received a wonderful donation of yarn from Kirsten Munch, mother of George Hanzek. A great big thank you! Remember the Knitting Club is open to any student who has an interest in learning how to knit. The club meets on Thursdays at lunch recess in the main building. 
***

The protocol for getting your children out of school early starts with the office. You should come and sign out your child and we will call the classroom and have the child come to the office. Please do not go directly to the classroom as this can be disruptive and more importantly, we do not know your child is no longer on campus. In an emergency, we would be looking for child who was no longer here on our site. 
***

We are excited to welcome a new counseling intern to our school this week. Mikaela Zechlin will be working with Han Wingate to learn all about school counseling. She will be on our campus on Monday, Thursday and Friday afternoons. Please stop by and say hello if you get a chance.

***

From the Library:
Wish List Rewards!  Thanks to the Hamann family we will soon have American Girl magazine in the library. Knuffle Bunny Too was donated by the Bell family.   Have You Filled a Bucket Today? was fulfilled as well by an anonymous donor.  We would love to thank you personally! Mrs. Cheal painted two more book cover canvases for the library!  Please stop by to admire them.  Thank you Mrs. Cheal!

We are still looking for volunteers to help in the library for the following times:

Jimenez, Tues. 1-1:30

Albini/Sartori, Wed. 9-10

Boronkay, Thurs. 2-2:30

Churilla, Fri. 1-1:30
***
What is Reading Pals? 
Reading Pals is a cross-age reading program in which sixth graders regularly meet after school with younger readers to build reading confidence and a love of literacy. Second and third grade students then bring home a familiar book to read with their parents, reinforcing skills and strategies that have been practiced at school. In addition to improving reading ability, a goal of this program is to help build the home/school connection and Penngrove's overall sense of community. 

Although the older mentors have only met several days with their younger buddies, we have already heard from parents, teachers, and students who are excited about the program. The older mentors are taking it quite seriously. It is a pleasure to watch both younger and older students working patiently together. This semester thirty students are involved in the program, including fifteen sixth graders who have each spent six hours learning appropriate reading strategies for helping their young buddies. Later in the year, the goal is to train additional sixth grade mentors to work with primary students.
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Important Dates….

















Today -  Jogathon











September 1st Picture Day (Return envelope if you wish to order!)











September 5th Labor Day Holiday








September 7th Applebee’s Dine Out 5pm – 8pm  (Flyer attached)











September 8th PTA 7:00 in library








September 16th Skate Night 5:30



































































































































