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Notes from the Principal

August 3, 2011
It is time for our yearly review of parking lot etiquette! We had two fender benders in our parking lot last week so this is very pertinent information.  Penngrove School is challenged by a small lot and many students who are picked up daily so….a few important things to remember:
· Please use the lower lot for pick up and drop off. The upper lot is only for staff and handicapped parking. Do not park on the driveway going up to the upper parking lot.
· When there are cars behind you, please turn right coming out of the lower lot.
· In the morning, we have no parking lot monitors so please park in a space if you are walking your students up the hill.
· If you are dropping off, pull all the way forward and have your students get out on the sidewalk side of the car.
· If you need to give last minute advice, dole out lunch money or locate homework in the car, please park in a space.
· Never drop students off on the slope or on Adobe Road.
· In the afternoon, we have monitors on duty. Please follow their directions and pull forward before picking up your child.
· Please do not arrive too early or too late for your pick up. Morning kindergarten parents should be out of the lot by 8:20 so other parents can enter and find spaces. In the afternoon, do not arrive during primary dismissal for upper grade students.
· This sounds complicated, but as long as we stay patient and model safe, respectful behavior we can make it work!

Next May we will have a book swap so please save your gently used children’s books. Our goal is to send every child home at the end of the school year with a couple of books to read over the summer. Please don’t send them to school now as we have no space to store large numbers of books.

***

We had a silver BMW that was hit in the upper parking lot two weeks ago. If you have any information about this accident, please let the office know. 
***

Please join us at Penngrove Park for our Annual Back to School BBQ this Thursday evening! Bring the family to meet up with old & new friends, teachers, and staff. The BBQ is free to attend and all food will be donated ! For dessert, the Sixth Grade will hold a bake sale. Funds raised go towards Outdoor Education to send our sixth graders to camp. 
***

Please remind your children to return home in the afternoon with sweaters and sweatshirts. With the cool mornings and warm afternoons, our collection in Lost and Found is rapidly growing already.

***

Our office refrigerator is on it’s last legs….and unfortunately it is the provider of our ice for students with skinned knees and other boo-boos. If you can donate a small refrigerator that has an icemaker and measures approximately 20” by 27” with a depth of 22”, please call the office. 

***

Fifth and sixth grade students are asked to do 10 hours of Community Service. They received the information this week and are free to do the hours anytime over the school year. In the past students have volunteered at the Humane Society, visited elderly folks at rest homes, picked up trash at beaches and parks; the possibilities are endless. 
***

We will also choose eight students to be on Student Council this week. All students in fifth and sixth grade are encouraged to apply. We are looking for students who will be good role models for our younger students. They will assist the school in a myriad of ways including at the assembly, during spirit days, and for special events. Applications are due this Friday. 
***

Please note that a week from Monday, the 15th of August is an in-service day for teachers. There will be no school for students, so plan on a three day weekend. 

***

A gentle reminder…if your student is late in the morning, do not send him or her directly to class. We must know in the office that they have arrived, otherwise they have been marked absent and we have no way of knowing that they are in fact on campus. Have them come to the office for a tardy slip before going to class.

***

The library is open…classes are visiting…books are being read!  Thanks to a grant from the PTA new books will be arriving soon.  A library “wish list” will be posted in next weeks PTA newsletter containing books that are wanted in the library.  This list will be on going throughout the year if you would like to purchase a book for the library.  There is still room for volunteers, stop by the library if you are interested
***

.  
***
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Important Dates….














August 4th Back to School BBQ at Penngrove Park 5:00








August 8th Dine and Donate at Seasons Restaurant in Rohnert Park (location to be confirmed)








August 12th Skate Night at Cal Skate in Rohnert Park


5:30








August 15th In-Service Day for staff – no school for students








August 18th PTA 7:00 in library





August 31st Jogathon





























































































































