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Notes from the Principal

February 1, 2012


Does your child know what you do for a living? My own father was a CPA and I remember telling people from a very early age that he “counted other people’s money”.  It was a simple explanation for a complicated job, but it was also helped me decide early on that it held no interest for me. 


Recently an article in a local newspaper talked about the importance of making children aware of their vocational intelligence, which is their preference or interest in a certain vocation. In the elementary years it usually appears through child’s play or a hobby. This does not mean we should program children into specific jobs as we all know people who tried to be what their parents wanted them to be and we also know what a disaster that can be. 



When you allow children to experience and focus on what they love to do, great learning occurs. A child who never seems to get enough of nature would benefit from more outdoor experiences whether they are camping trips, hikes, or just visits to a local park. A student who enjoys singing might enjoy watching musicals or attending concerts in the park. 


Malcolm Gladwell in his book, “The Outliers” traces the lives of highly successful individuals (Mozart, Bill Gates, and Steve Jobs) and reveals that most highly successful individuals invest 10,000 hours in their chosen profession before they reached the pinnacle of their careers. Many of these hours were spent as children and young adults.


This does not mean we can harangue children into being star athletes or gifted pianists. It does mean we can take the lead and notice certain strengths and interests. Simple trips to the library or a concert, a museum, or a sporting event can plant a seed. It is never too early to begin to feed your child’s interests. If it can happen with Bill Gates, it can happen with your child as well.

Congratulations to Hayden Dennis and Jacob Anderson, who were our top spellers at our recent spelling bee. They will move on to the city wide bee which will be held on Wednesday, February 22nd at Corona Creek. Come cheer them on!
***
 We are eagerly taking names for our kindergarten classes next year. Please let the office know if you are planning to enroll a sibling. Even when we see siblings on campus, we are unsure of enrollment plans so don’t assume we have your child on our list. 
***

Please do not allow your children to bring gum to school. We are finding gum on all kinds of surfaces here at school. As you can imagine, it makes more work for our hard working custodian, Fred. 

***
The Petaluma Education Foundation recently awarded four of our teachers grants to purchase special materials for their classrooms. We received over $5,000 so a great big thank you goes out to the Foundation from Tracee Mainaris, Heather Kelly, Tami Jiminez, Adriene Rochelle and Suzanne Duffy. 
***

When your child is absent, please make sure the office is notified of the reason, by note or phone call. We find that when an excuse is given to the classroom teacher, the information does not always reach the office. This saves us a phone call home. It is even acceptable to use email. Contact Lorena at lgies@pet.k12.ca.us
***


It seems a strange time of year but we are increasingly seeing girls with tank tops on campus. The twin-bra-strap look appears to be quite the rage, but it is not appropriate for school.
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Important Dates….











February 4th Children’s Book Sale at Public Library in Petaluma 10-2





February 14th Sixth Graders report to School Board





February 17th and 20th Furlough Day/ President’s Day





February 21st Art Show opens in main building





February 21st Site Council cancelled – moved to March 6th 





February 22nd City wide Spelling Bee





February 27th – March 2nd Conferences – early dismissal for grades 1-6





March 9th Talent Show 


(Location to be determined) Change of date




















Also visit


� HYPERLINK "http://penngroveelementary" ��http://penngroveelementary�.


org/Calendar.php for a


complete calendar
































































































































