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Notes from the Principal

November 2, 2011
One of the teachers recently shared an article from the local newspaper entitled, “Showing Kids They Matter”. The article illustrated in a thought provoking way how often our busy lives impact our relationships with our children. 
It is easy as a family to be overrun with activities. There are schedules for every member of the family: school, work, sports, homework, and chores. This “busy-ness” can make everyone so intent on their own direction, that it is possible for a child to go for a whole day without really being seen. 
A parent might be driving their child from school to sports, or reminding them to do their homework, or asking for the hundredth time, “Please pick up your backpack.” But there is little time spent slowing down and really acknowledging their existence. What kind of difference could we make if we acknowledged daily that it is not what you do or don’t do that matters, it is who you are. It is easy to feel like an ant in a very busy anthill unless we make a conscious effort to slow way down, take a breath, and look!
I often think the best time for uninterrupted time is in the car. Children can open up when phones are turned off, and there is silence all around them. They can share how their school day went, who they played with at recess, or they can just chat about life in general. A car ride provides a time for both parent and child to just talk about their respective lives.
The point of the article is that every child needs to be noticed every day. They need a kind word and a chance to be heard. They need to hear the message that you see them, you notice and most importantly that they matter. We all need this after all! 

. Our 
Believe it or not….there is still another chance to have a retake if you are not happy with your pictures. On November 5th and December 3rd you can go to Lifetouch Studio in Santa Rosa between 9am and 12:45. The address is 1814 Empire Industrial Court - Suite I.
***

Please note that grades 1-6 will have early dismissal beginning on November 7th and this dismissal time will run through November 18th. This means all students in these grades will be dismissed at 1:30 (primary) and 1:50 (intermediate). Every student will have a conference so you should hear from your child’s teacher this week or next with a date and time.  
***

Two other dates to be aware of are Friday, November 11th which is Veteran’s Day and a school holiday and then also the week of November 21st the school is closed as well.  Monday and Tuesday are Furlough Days and the rest of the week are holiday closures. 

***

Hopefully you were able to attend our Halloween Carnival on Saturday. What a great event for our families! Thank you to all of the parents who helped in so many ways….working the class booths, constructing the haunted house, setting up and cleaning up, selling food etc. It is one of our most popular events for obvious reasons – just loads of fun for children and a great opportunity to share good times with other Penngrove families. A special thank you to Shannon Carrancho and her family, who planned, organized and worked all day! This event is totally parent planned and parent run so thanks to all who stepped in and made it a special day!
***

Send Holiday Cards to our Troops 

Hi, my name is Kendall Grube and I am in 5th Grade.  I have a fun community service project that I hope everyone at our school can help with!  My 4-H Club is partnering with M.O.M.S. (Mothers of Military Service members) and collecting holiday cards for our troops.  Our goal is to collect 500 Christmas, Hanukkah or general Season Greetings cards.  These cards can be homemade or store bought.  We are asking people to write a note of cheer to an unknown service member on the inside of the card.  Envelopes are not necessary and if used should not be sealed.  Your words and pictures mean so much to these men and women!  Last year our cards went to an Army Unit in Afghanistan.  I will host a card making table after school on Wednesday, Nov. 9th or drop your card off in the School Office by Nov. 10th. Thanks!

***
From the Library
A big “thank you” to the Seals family for their donation of $50 to the library.  Hana chose Toys Go Out, Toy Dance Party and Toys Come Home, a series by Emily Jenkins.  We had these books signed by the author and illustrator (Paul O. Zelinsky) who were visiting Copperfields recently!

Another big “thank you” to the Wright family (Cassandra, Lorelei and Madeline) for their donation of a $50 gift card to Amazon!  Mrs. Lutz will purchase Turk and Runt for Thanksgiving as well as other books.

A third big “thank you” to the PTA for giving $600 for books for the library!  We have about half of these books already ready for check-out.  Come check it out!

A brand new book is missing from the library.  It's America Under Attack by Dan Brown.  It doesn't look like a library book because it had not been processed before it went missing.  Please take a look around in case it was borrowed.

.
The Penngrove Connection





Penngrove School ( 365 Adobe Rd ( 707-778-4755


www.penngroveelementary.org








Important Dates….











November 7th – 18th Conferences for grades 1-6 (early dismissal)








November 10th PTA 7:00








November 11th Veteran’s Day holiday – no school for students








November 21st – 25th Furlough Days and Thanksgiving Holidays








Also visit


� HYPERLINK "http://penngroveelementary" ��http://penngroveelementary�.


org/Calendar.php for a


complete calendar
































































































































